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SECTION 

Current Situation 
 
The school is undergoing 
expansion from a single to 
two form entry, effectively 
doubling its pupil numbers. 
REDMAK’scheme is to 
double the teaching space on 
an already tight urban site 
yet with some enviable 
green play space that 
includes a copse. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
External space is at a 
premium and on the long 
narrow site with the 
buildings clustered at one 
end; all teaching spaces 
wanted a view over the 
playing fields towards the 
afternoon sun. 
 
The concept is to build the 
third side of what is 
currently a two sided 
courtyard. The steeply 
sloping part of the site that 
the building would need to 
sit on has its Foundation 
Unit facing the courtyard 
whilst the intermediate floor 
addresses Northgate street. 



CARRINGTONCARRINGTONCARRINGTONCARRINGTON    
Primary + Nursery  

SYCAMORESYCAMORESYCAMORESYCAMORE    
Primary + Nursery  

ST.ANN’S WELLSST.ANN’S WELLSST.ANN’S WELLSST.ANN’S WELLS    
Primary + Nursery 

REDMAK was appointed to carry out refurbishment and extension 
work to increase the school capacity from a 210 into a 420 school. 
Whilst undertaking the refurbishment REDMAK were also appointed 
improve the learning environment – especially the circulation. Parents 
and children alike have described the transformation as ‘fabulous’ and 
staff have commented on how calm the school has become. 

THE PROBLEM 
• Existing layout lacks 

internal physical and visual 
connections  

• Offices and main circulation 
are separated from the 
classrooms 

• Classroom to classroom 
access is tortuous with 
pupils and visitors having to 
travel through breakouts 
and toilet/cloaks areas. 

• Inadequate main entrance/
reception area 
 

THE SOLUTION 
• To turn the existing central 

external courtyard into a 
double height, multi-
purpose internal space 
creating links through 
building (GF to FF) and 
spaces (break out to library). 

• Re arrange ground and first 
floor offices to accommodate 
new entrance and library 
and achieve incidental 
supervision by centralizing 
staff areas. 

THE PROBLEM 
• The existing lower ground floor of 

the school is split into two wings. 
• The four teaching spaces in each 

wing are accessed by passing 
through the Main Hall.  

• The use of the Main Hall for 
circulation makes it unsuitable for 
learning activities  

 
THE SOLUTION 
• Alter the circulation routes so that 

pupils can pass around the outside 
of the Main Hall.  

• Provide new corridors/break out 
spaces linking classrooms to one 
another without the need to pass 
through the Main Hall. 

• Extend the central four classrooms 
on each wing.  

REDMAK was appointed to improve the existing school’s internal layout and 
circulation as well as to extend four classrooms. 

REDMAK was appointed 
to explore options for 
shading south facing 
classrooms which are 
experiencing excessive 
solar gains. 
 
Two options were 
prepared: a ‘man made’ 
version and a ‘natural’ 
version. 
 
The man made version 
is precise and based on 
excluding the sun from 
an angle of altitude of 
45o [midday sun at the 
equinoxes]. The natural 
option uses living 
plants; creepers on a 
timber and wire frame. 
The plant species would 
be chosen for its large 
leaf area with the leaf 
season centred on mid-
summer. 



WALTER HALLSWALTER HALLSWALTER HALLSWALTER HALLS    
Primary School 

The School’s Brief was to 
provide an extension to the 
cramped staff office and at 
the same time, re-model the 
front entrance. 
 
REDMAK saw the 
opportunity to open up the 
entrance lobby into a 
community space for 
multiple uses; one in which 
everyone would be aware of 
and can see active learning 
happening.  
 
The space would then 
become the heart of the 
school where parents and 
carers can be part of the 
school environment. 
 
Architecturally, the 
relatively small extension is 
in a starkly contrasting 
colour to the existing 
building to exaggerate and 
strongly express the 
entrance. 



CARLTON HILLCARLTON HILLCARLTON HILLCARLTON HILL    
Primary + Nursery Playground 

NUNEATONNUNEATONNUNEATONNUNEATON    
Academy Masterplan 

DERWENT STEPPING STONEDERWENT STEPPING STONEDERWENT STEPPING STONEDERWENT STEPPING STONE    
Children’s Nursery + Adult Training Centre 

REDMAK was appointed by the outstanding Carlton Hill Primary 
School to design their new outdoor learning + green play spaces. 
 
The final design concept—’OUR WORLD’S SURFACE’ - 
compressed the world’s varying natural habitat into the 
playground; where the children would be taken on a journey 
through FOREST, FARM, BERRY HILL, BEACH + SEA and MEADOW 
+ wildlife POND 

Here are a few feedbacks from parents: 
 
“I wish I was young enough to be at this school to play” 
“The new/proposed playground and plans look very exciting.” 
“It looks like an amazing place to go to school! I do hope your 
learning isn’t disturbed too much.” 
“The new playground is great, there is going to be a lot of space 
for the kids to play on and my personal favourite is the hill.” 
“I am really looking forward to the changes at the school. I think 
everyone will greatly benefit.” 

Due to some of the 
Academy’s buildings 
being at the end of their 
life cycle, REDMAK was 
engaged to prepare a 
Whole School Plan with 
a template for future 
new-build work. 
 
The scheme was 
developed using the 
typology of townscape 
with demolitions 
proposed for areas 
which would 
automatically generate 
circulation spaces—
main streets, squares 
and piazzas. 
 
New classrooms are 
grouped into ‘houses’, 
which are then grouped 
around a piazza that 
would open out towards 
the main street. This 
would enable each 
‘house’ to have its own 
identity which would 
enhance the student’s 
sense of belonging. 

Derwent Stepping Stones 
Children’s Nursery and Adult 
Training Centre is the result of a 
big vision that a small 
organization achieved to create 
a building that says to their 
community ‘we value you and 
respect you that much’ (Janet 
Anderson; Center Manager) 
 
The building is formed from 
special spaces for children to 
have fun in and thrive; to 
heighten their sense of how 
they see the world.  
 
The project challenged 
expectations, perceptions and 
the reputation of the area in 
both design and procurement. It 
has become a definite key player 
in the regeneration of the area; 
physically, emotionally and 
educationally. 
 


